THE WEEK

2
FRONT PAGES FROM HISTORY
JOSEP BOSCH

NOT EXACTLY
SATIRICUS

www.josepbosch.net

K
Chicago Daily Tribune
Paris edition
Tuesday January 31st, 1933

CATALONIA TODAY
THURSDAY, JANUARY 10, 2008

The king or the bean

ing Juan Carlos of Spain
has reached the grand old
age of seventy and, in an
unprecedented move, the
monarch has granted us
an interview so as to reach out to his subjects who largely hail from other lands.
–First of all, please let me wish you
the happiest of birthdays and say that
we are most grateful for this most special of opportunities to speak face to
face with your royal majesty.
Why thank you, and it is my deepest
pleasure to be able to address my English-speaking vassals.
–Yes.. Well, how would you sum up
your 32-year reign over Spain ?
In three words or less?
–Please.
Not too shabby.
–Could you elaborate on that?

Of course. I mean it's had its highs and
lows, just like any life does, but the preferential treatment and incredible wealth
granted to me by birthright and political
circumstance has helped, let's say, to
smooth out the rough patches in this
crazy journey we call life.
–Any highlights, your highness?
Well, my new yacht(sponsored by La
Caixa) has provided many beautiful
afternoons on the Med.
–I was thinking more in terms of historical moment, like when you spoiled
the attempted coup in 1981?
Oh, you mean when that fat guy
marched into parliament with a pop
gun? Yes, I suppose I did rise to the occasion then. But really, it was nothing.
Tejero, what a boob!
–And this year's rosca, king or bean?
Son, I always get the king.
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t was the start of one of the worst
moments in history. One of these
occasions when it seems that God
was looking somewhere else, neglecting to take care of his human
creatures down here on earth. And the
devil took over.
At 5 p.m. on the 30 of January 1933,
Adolf Hitler, the 44 year old former
house-painter, for years a fiery political
barnstormer, sentenced to four years in
prison for attempting a putsch in 1923,
presided over his first Cabinet meeting as
Chancellor of Germany.
Given the history and methods of the
Nazi party everything looked scary. But at
this stage in Hitler’s climb to absolute evil
power there was still some hope of a constitutional government, according to the
media, and even some, only some,
members of the defeated opposition were
ready to “let him have a try” in solving
Germany’s acute economic and social
problems. It was wishful thinking. The
Chicago Daily Tribune expressed in its
front page headline its fear of a fascist dictatorship even if in its report on the ap-

pointment of Adolf Hitler as chancellor it
quoted the Nazi party spokesman on
Foreign Affaires as saying: "the country
wants to live in peace and friendship with
the entire world".
For his part, Hitler took an oath that he
would soon forget: "I will employ my
strength for the welfare of the German
people, protect the Constitution and laws
of the German people, conscientiously
discharge the duties imposed on me, and
conduct my affairs of office impartially
and with justice to everyone."
How ironic. From then on the headlines in the papers all over the world
would be full of alarming and tragic
news: the annulment of liberties, the
persecution of the leftist opposition and
other political parties, the burning of
books, the building up of a one-party racist, intolerant, dictatorial and aggressive
state, the persecution and extermination
of Jews, the manipulation of the truth,
history and the minds of the German
people.Violence, and terror. And a terrible, bloody, atrocious Second World
War.
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THE CASE AGAINST HUNTING
I read your article “All in a day’s hunting”, published in the Nov 27 issue regarding the hunting of wild boars.
I think hunting with dogs is a despicable activity both for the animals hunted
as well as for the dogs. I just can’t understand why a newspaper such as Catalonia Today has agreed to publish something as awful as that.
I felt outraged about reading how
hunters care for their dogs when every
body knows just how many dogs are
killed when the hunting season ends.
Hunters hunt animals using dogs which
are bred for their stamina, unlike wild
animals which are hunted to exhaustion. It can take hours until the dogs get
their quarry which then turns on the
dogs for survival and is often bitten horribly to death, dogs can also get badly in-

jured. Hunting is a cruel “sport” that
brings us back to times where human
beings needed to hunt for survival now
is only left to a bloodthirsty lot to enjoy
themselves.
Wild animals are only trying to survive and stay clear of human beings. It is
us who have invaded their habitat. Indeed there are too many of them (wild
boar) but that is just because they have
been made to breed, en masse, with domesticated pigs to provide more fun for
the hunting lot.
I am sure you can find a much better
subject to inform your readers than
something so gruesome as this.
At least England has shown more
sense by outlawing the hunting of foxes;
let’s just hope one day Spain will follow
the same enlightened views but surely
not with your help.
TANIA PONS
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