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Multilingualism means business
An exhibition on the world’s languages in Girona shows the importance of protecting the 6,000 tongues on the planet

W

e never think when
we go to the fridge to
get a yoghurt that this
word has come to us
via Turkish. Or similarly, it never crosses our minds when
talking on a mobile phone that the term
was originally Greek. Words do not respect borders and thanks to languages
our culture grows. It is this concept that
lies behind the exhibition La mar de
llengües. Parlar a la Mediterrània in the
Casa de Cultura in Girona.
The exhibition can be seen as a response to the call by the United Nations
to make 2008 the International Year of
Languages, a project to focus attention on
and encourage promotion of the six
thousand languages on the planet. As well
as being the impetus behind the abovementioned exhibition, this concept also
happens to be the mission of the Casa de
les Lengües, created by the Generalitat.
In Catalonia there is great interest in
languages. We know that the cause of diversity of languages in the world is also
the cause of the Catalan language and I
am convinced that we value other languages precisely because we know how
hard it has been to get recognition for
Catalan.Languages matter to us here.
The Catalan language is used to living
with linguistic diversity, principally with
bilingualism, but now increasingly with
multilingualism. Catalonia is also the
birthplace of the Barcelona Process, the
objective of which is to create links between the Mediterranean countries, a region of the world that is an authentic

is an asset and this is why language learning form part of the European Commission’s recommendations under the slogan, Multilingualism means business.
Here and today there is no place for the
widely-held opinion that with English
there is enough. The future of people and
the future of companies lies with languages.

“There is no place for
the widely-held opinion
that with the English
language there is
enough”
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melting pot of languages and cultures.
The exhibition in Girona is something
we should be proud of. It immerses us in
the – ever fascinating – world of words
and allows us to learn about the languages of our neighbours in Crete, in
Athens, in Naples or Istanbul. The exhibition heeds the call of the UN to focus
attention on the world’s languages and
helps us to realise that we can all make a
contribution to the world’s common
heritage.

It may be true that we do not know
what the world will be like 200 years
hence but I suspect it will be a multilingual world and not one dominated by
four or five tongues, as some predict.
Knowing languages will be an increasingly highly-prized tool by individuals
and companies. Improvements in conditions in society and the workplace as well
as the competitiveness of economies depends to an extent on what decisions on
languages are made today. Each language

The figures appear to bear this out. A
study by the European Commission on
multilingualism and competitiveness
carried out by the UK's National Centre
for Languages concluded that 11% of
small European businesses had lost business opportunities because of a lack of
linguistic competence in the client’s language, amounting to € 325,000 per company. In Europe there are a million small
and medium-sized businesses, providing
work for half a workforce of some 500
million people.
The exhibition La mar de llengües invites us to discover the sea of languages
around us. If one enters the exhibition
thinking that their language is the most
important, they will leave wondering if
anyone can say that one language is more
important than another.
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F

or once, the usually boring, official, bureaucratic, un-journalistic display in the front page of
the Moscow News gave its front
page story a necessary air of solemnity. At
that meeting in Yalta (Crimea, URSS) of
“the big three”, Churchill, Roosevelt and
Stalin, very important things were being
decided: the establishment of a new order
in Europe and the rebuilding of national
economic models, the destruction of the
last vestiges of Nazism and fascism and
the creation of democratic institutions,
the complete dismemberment of Germany, the division of that country into
three separate zones that would be occupied by forces of the three powers, and the
warning that an unconditional surrender
was the only way out for the German
army.
It was one of the most crucial political
meetings of the twentieth century and
one that would seal the fate of Europe and
the world for many years to come, follow-

ing on from the horrors of the Second
World War which was still raging.
The “Big Three” proclaimed outright
that Nazi Germany was doomed. Armed
resistance was finally being crushed.

Powerful armies were rushing to Berlin to
get a big slice of the cake of a city and of a
country in the process of being, at last,
conquered.
This is how the Moscow News reported

key passages of the joint communique of
the Crimea Conference:
“It is our inflexible purpose to destroy
German militarism and Nazism and to
ensure that Germany will never again be
able to disturb the peace of the world. We
are determined to disarm and disband all
German armed forces, break up for all
time the German General Staff that has
repeatedly contrived the resurgence of
German militarism, remove or destroy all
German military equipment, eliminate
or control all German industry that could
be used for military production, bring all
war criminals to just and swift punishment and exact reparation in kind for the
destruction wrought by the Germans,
wipe out the Nazi Party, Nazi laws, organizations and institutions, remove all Nazi
and militarist influences from public office and from the cultural and economic
life of the German people”.
Tough words indeed and, as it turned
out, not idle ones.

