
he other day while I was on
my daily stroll down Las
Ramblas, swinging my
trusty cane ahead of each
step, catching the cadence of

my stride, my eyes happened to alight
upon the headline of a newspaper (a
local paper of upstanding repute that a
day does not pass without my perusal
thereof) that made me interrupt my de-
lightful mid-morning paseo and come
to an abrupt standstill.

I had yet to purchase my daily copy (it
being my reward after my route to enjoy
over a café) but I had seen the front page
in the hands of a young lady standing
near a crowd of people gathered be-
tween a pornostand and a bird seller's. I
moved closer to what turned out to be a
group of rather sweaty tourists who had
formed an circle around an "entertain-

T
ment".

I moved in close to get a better look
over the young lady's shoulder at the
story that had so caught my eye.

My throat tightened; I gasped at what
I read. The article detailed the scandal-
ous escapades of a group of degenerates,
of reprobates, of delinquents who were
acting upon the reputation of this fine
city's gentlemen! Young women of cer-
tain disrepute who the paper claimed
were intentionally and calculatingly
taking advantage of crowds in order to
brush up against we elders!

I could not believe what I was reading!
But unfortunately I was unable to finish
the article due to young woman's
sudden thrust of her backside into the
path of my palm.

I felt soiled, yet not too soiled, by the
terrible event.

Young green ladies

SATIRICUS

NOT EXACTLY

RIGHT TO REPLY

From the Associació de Profes-
sionals de Circ de Catalunya (APCC)
we find ourselves forced to write this
letter in order to rectify a number in-
correct and false facts that appeared in
your newspaper on July 5. The article
"Homeless Makabra crew get tent at
beach" included statements sup-
posedly made by the president of the
APCC, Jordi Juanet, but which never
actually took place.

The real facts of the case are that the
Ajuntament de Barcelona is providing
an area of the Fòrum site for the creation
of a circus training and rehearsal centre.
The new facilities will be used by a large
number of circus professionals, stu-
dents and emerging artistes who cur-
rently have almost nowhere to rehearse

and which fulfill the technical and safety
conditions required for the practice of
circus acts. Among those using the
centre are the artistes and circus en-
thusiasts who used the now vacated
Makabra. However, under no circum-
stances can the new centre be seen as a
municipal concession to the former oc-
cupants of the Makabra, but rather as a
response to a long-term demand by the
industry. In fact, the negotiations with
the authorities began before the eviction
last November. A further point is that
the new facilities will be managed by the
APCC and not the Ateneu Popular de 9
Barris.

At the APCC we regret the confusion
that the publication of this news article
generated and hope that errors such as
these do occur in the future.
Associació de Professionals de Circ de Catalunya
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ook everywhere: clothing,
computers, your garden gad-
gets and hundreds of other
household items. They all
have something in common :

"Made in China". Trade with China
might be a new concept for many people
but as with many other things it goes a
long way back in history. Remember that
60s epic movie "55 days at Peking" with
Charlton Heston, Ava Gardner and
David Niven? It was all about trade. It was
about China resenting the special conces-
sions that its rulers had to give to foreign
powers eager to have a piece of the
country, and about foreign powers want-
ing to teach China a lesson for resisting.

In those days trade with China was very
simple. China was forced to buy whatever
western powers had to sell while they
themselves remained very selective of
what they would buy and on what terms.

After the opening up of the Chinese
economy in the late 70s , foreign powers
have rushed to tap that enormous and
promising market of one billion plus

L
people.

Today the world is flooded with all
sorts of goods from China, creating many
trade imbalances and political tensions
with the rest of the world.

A hundred years ago it was a very dif-
ferent story when the armies of allied
western forces went to Peking to rescue
their besieged nationals and demonstrate
to the Chinese they were prepared to
punish those they held responsible, even
if it meant pursuing them all over such a
vast country. So reported the San Fran-
cisco Call on August 18, 1900.

"President Mckinley and his Cabinet
are rapidly moulding into form the policy
that this government shall pursue respec-
ting the future Government of China...
The policy of the United States is to pro-
tect all rights guaranteed to friendly
powers by treaty and international law,
and safeguard for the world the principle
of equal and impartial trade with all parts
of the Chinese empire".

These were the days of imperialism at
its most extreme.

Allied forces rescue foreigners in Peking

JOSEP BOSCH / www.josepbosch.net
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