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Ronaldinho for sale

year is a lifetime in sport as
we all know. And in that
same span, Ronaldinho
has gone from priceless to
thrown in the bargain bin.
But what exactly is Barça willing to accept for their fallen star? I thought I
would consult one of the city's top rumour churners to see what the latest
word is on the possible sale of Ronnie.
Juanjo of Mundo Sport gave me the
scoop. "Look, this is the lowdown. Laporta has already been on the phone
with Chelsea trying to revive a deal 'The
Czar' floated last year."
It seems that last year Abramovich,
after being burned for millions on flops
like Ballack and Shevchenkov, decided
to part with the only thing he had more
of than money, in other words, land.
Since he doubles as oligarch and gov-

ernor of the lost Siberian province of
Chukotka, Abramovich had offered to
trade "half of his arctic wastelands" for
the services of the crack.
Juanjo said that Abramovich offered
"the good half" with "a goldmine worth
of yak herds" of the landmass of frozen
tundra.
A year ago Laporta laughed at the
idea, but now he sees it as a winner. The
problem is that yak hide is up in the market, while Ronnie is on the slide. Thus
the Russian's current offer is only a fish
and chip stand at Blackpool.
If the Chelsea deal doesn't come off,
Laporta is said not to be worried. He has
a plan B he rather bluntly refers to as "Il
Duce". In Juanjo's words, "they still have
Berlusconi. He is always ready to take
washed-up Brazilians off the Spanish
league's hands."
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Russian Daily News, Petrograd
November 3, 1917

T

he "October Revolution",
which as we all know actually
happened in November,
thanks to the different calendar followed at the time in
Russia and in the rest of the world, did not
come as a big surprise to the readers of the
Russian Daily News, a tabloid-size English language newspaper for the expatriate community in Petrograd, the old
czarist capital of the Russian Empire.
The Czar himself had gone into exile
following his overthrown in March of
1917 and would be executed in the
summer of 1918 in the Siberian town of
Yekaterinburg. Russia was in turmoil,
with the 1st World War taking a terrible
toll on economic resources and human
lives. That only exacerbated the precarious situation in which the working class
and most of the rest of the population
were finding themselves, with basic food
scarce and appalling living conditions.
Soon to be silenced like all the “bourgeois” and independent newspapers
under the implementation of the Bolshevik dictatorship, the Russian Daily News
was now reporting on a warning by the

Bolsheviks of a seizure of power, five days
before the revolution.
The paper published an interview with
one of the Bolshevik leaders in Petrograd,
identified as Mr. Volodarsky, who explained the group’s intentions very
clearly. “There is no use denying that we
are striving to seize control through the
Soviets. We expect the workers and soldiers to be ready to come out for this seizure as soon as we summon them”. He
also explained that the Bolshevik masses
were very well organized and announced
stern measures against disorders provoked by other parties once they gained
power in Russia.
Soon there would be plenty of “enemies of the people” to be discarded from
the political system. And all those “escaping worker’s control” would be dealt with
severely. As Lenin –at the time only a
political agitator– also warned: “once we
seize power we are not going to abandon
it”.
Perhaps that’s why the same paper reported an order issued by the authorities
in Petrograd “to have Lenin arrested immediately”.
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LINGUISTIC RIGHTS
It seems an irrational campaign has
been started up against the normalisation of Catalan by radical elements of
Spanish nationialism, asserting that
Catalan should become a dead language
like Latin. This campaign – political, in
the media, judicial and economic –
against Catalan is being converted into a
violation of the linguistic rights of Catalan speakers. We see a clear example of
this in the reaction of the General Council of Judicial Power (the highest organ
of control of judges, and theoretically
independent of political power) which
shelved the case of a Barcelona judge
who had ordered a witness to give evidence in Spanish.
The worst thing is that this unjust
decision, in clear violation of the linguistic rights of Catalan speakers, con-

flicts with five basic legal rules which explicitly protect the use of Catalan. They
are as follows:- 1/. The Spanish Constitution, in Articles 3.2 and 3.3, 2/. The
Organic Law of Judicial Power, in Article 231.5, 3/. The Statute of Catalonia,
2006, in Articles 6.1, 6.2, and 33.2, 4/.
The Law of Linguistic Policy 1/1998, in
Article 13, .5/. The European Charter of
Regional and Minorities languages
(ratified by the Spanish State on 2nd
February, 2001) in Article 9.
In short, Catalans have an uphill
struggle to urge the Spanish State to do
something as simple as respecting the
law. The fact is that the real problem is
the lack of political will on the part of
Spanish society to understand and accept the multilingual reality in the Spanish State - a reality which is fully recognised in other linguistic democracies.
JOSEP M. LOSTE
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