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The Call, Chronicle, Examiner (San
Francisco), Thursday April 19, 1906
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hen I was living in
Tokyo in the late
eighties, I grew
used to the frequent little tremors. But one night I was rudely
awoken by a larger tremor. For the first
few seconds I had a sleepy vision of a
gigantic rat running underground.
Shortly afterwards I was in a panic,
frozen in my bed, short of breath while
the windows were still cracking and the
books kept on falling from the shelves.
Another time, at work on the ninth
floor of a downtown office building,
the beast came again, moving the heavy
furniture about as if it were nothing. I
did not dive under the table, as the Japanese are trained to do. Again I was
frozen, paralyzed by fear. Shortly afterwards, the building started moving
north to south, east to west as would a
crème caramel shaken on a dessert
plate.
Nothing like Kobe a few years later.
Nothing like many other destructive
earthquakes in places less prepared for
them and that destroy thousands of
lives and turn seemingly solid structures into rubble.
Ever since, I have stopped taking
solid buildings for granted. A house, a
street, a city, my own bed could all start

moving and shaking at any moment. It
is a chilling prospect.
What happens then to a city waiting
for ‘the big one’? That's the prospect
that faces the people of Tokyo, Mexico
City, Los Angeles and San Francisco
every day Perhaps they grow accustomed to it. Once, while in Mexico city,
a friend laughed at me when, going to
bed ,I said half jokingly: What do I do
in case of an earthquake? Is this building safe? It's amazing the vitality of
some cities. Sometimes you can feel the
energy they have. Just when you
thought a city couldn’t possibly recover from a disaster like a major
earthquake, back it bounces, like a
phoenix rising from the ashes.
It did not seem like that in San Francisco in April 1906. That was indeed ‘a
big one’. The city seemed doomed to
complete destruction. Look at the
headlines at the combined edition of
the three main newspapers in the city :
"No hope left for safety of any building". "Blow buildings up to check
flames", "Whole city is ablaze" and the
worst one : "San Francisco, in ruins".
The entire city was "in danger of being
annihilated".
And look at the city today, so vibrant,
so full of energy…but still dreading another ‘big one’.
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crew it! I've had enough. Fine
them! Fine them all!” With
these words attributed to the
faintly audible vocal chords of
Barcelona Mayor Jordi Hereu
the Mossos grabbed their truncheons
and set out to scour the Catalan capital
for all that moves on four wheels or two
legs. After feeling the heat from train
users for the summer Renfe meltdown,
from motorists for the increasingly
chronic traffic jams, from bicyclist demonstrating for more bike paths and
less restrictions, and pedestrians whining about an “invasion” of the “their”
pavements, the Mayor has had enough.
“Those bunch of cry babies, I'm going
to give those s.o.b.'s something to complain about! I hereby decree that all
those who drive, ride or walk will pay 30
euros in tribute and bow down to me!"

Three days have passed since the only
way to get to work, go to school or
simply take a stroll is to get down and
hands and knees and shuffle along.
Overall productivity is down, but, oddly
enough, respect for Sr. Hereu is polling
high. Experts attribute this to the
country's residual “Caudillo syndrome”, i.e. the association of manliness
and strength with petty tyrannical actions or personages.
But let's not rush to prejudge the new
law. There may be some advantages to
being limited to four-extremity propulsion. At least I have thought of one of a
personal, rather than political, nature.
Now, when I arrive home completely
blotto and on all fours I can wedge my
body in the door in the split second my
girlfriend hesitates before slamming it
in my face.
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TIPS FOR THE TRADE
I must first take a moment to thank all
of you at Catalonia Today for making a
truly amazing concept become a reality
week after week. Although I still reside
in the US (desperately seeking a job in
Barna), the kind owners at Hotel Suis in
Sant Celoni are kind enough to save for
me several weeks worth of your publication to take back to the US. In continuation of this thanks, I would like to
make two trivial recommendations for
your publication. First, consider getting
your publication circulated in the first
and business class sections of BCN
bound US Airlines. Moreover, certainly
someone in Turisme de Catalunya can
find a way to “comp” you on the costs of
this endeavour. Second, whilst it is not
uncommon that newspapers in all of

Spain have a wine feature, to my knowledge none of the Catalan newspapers
feature only Catalan wines. Although
this is my speciality, allow me to recommend someone a bit “closer to home”
for you: Mr. Peter Hodder-Williams of
www.elcellercatala.com, a company
that specialises in small production
Catalan wines from just about every
D.O. in the country. I hope this information is of some utility to you.
J DENNIS WATTS

Correction
Alex Kronemer ’s commentary in
last week’s issue d omitted that it
first ran in the Christian Science
Monitor.
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