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NOT EXACTLY
SATIRICUS

Motos Anonymous

T

here is a problem that affects
hundreds of thousands of
our fellow citizens here in
Barcelona. It is like many of
the most deeply-rooted social ills (drug addiction, cyclical poverty,
English teachers)- it is so engrained that
it has, paradoxically, become invisible to
the greater civil society. Yet there is one
group of volunteers who have founded a
treatment programme which emphasises openness and total trust as the keys
to recovery.
We recently sat in on a session to see
how the therapy assists those who have
had the courage to come forward and
admit their need for help.
“Hello. My name is 'Jaime'. And I
drive a moto. I am, you might say, your
typical moto owner. Normally, when at
the office or after work in English class,

Elmira Star-Gazette, Elmira (New York)
19 April 1912

D

isasters make big newspaper headlines, we all
know that. And the higher
the death toll or the bigger
the disaster, the better the

depicted in the blockbuster movie.
But the tragedy was many-fold. Let's
read on to see what happen in those moments of desperation when everybody
wanted to get on board the lifeboats:
"Men fought with women down in steerage, and time and again, officers would
drag men from the boats in order to let
women have their places. When one of
the boats was nearly filled, four men
crowded past the officers and jumped
into the boat. Immediately one of the
ship's crew jumped into the boat and
drawing a revolver, shot the four men
dead. Their bodies were picked out from
the bottom of the boat and thrown into
the sea."
And then, when the survivors reached
safety : "There was no cheering, no upraising of voices in salute of the living, for
the thought of the dead was in the mind
of all onlookers. The depressed of death
was oppressive on the spirit of the waiting
men and women".
In all, 1,595 passengers survived out of
the 2,340 on board when the mighty "unsinkable" Titanic" went down with a roar
like thunder.

headline.
As disasters go, the sinking of the Titanic – at the time the "world's greatest
disaster"– had a huge impact. It terrified
people all over the world.
Why? It was a giant technological leap,
it was the most glamorous means of
transportation in the days when sailing
across the Atlantic was reserved for the
rich and powerful – with a few desperate
migrants below decks. And above all, it
was proclaimed an "unsinkable" ship. But
things that cannot happen sometimes do
happen.
We all know the story : the unexpected
iceberg, the rush to meet the timetable,
too few lifeboats, the stampede to get on
board, ignoring the "women first" rule at
sea, the orchestra playing on as the ship
sinks "drowning the cries of the dying victims", and the proud captain Smith dutybound at the helm until the bitter end.
And yes, also the implausible love story
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in other words when I am not on my
moto, I am a pretty nice kind of guy."
The others in the circle shake their
heads sympathetically.
“But the other day I found myself behind three cars at a traffic-light and
suddenly I was shaking my fist at the
other drivers, cursing their ancestors
and swearing I would desecrate their
graves."
The therapist thanked him for his
honesty and asked another to speak.
“Just on the way here,” 'Silvia' said
breaking down in tears, “the idea of actually driving on the street instead of the
pavement was all of a sudden unbearable!” At this point her companion next
to her pats her on the shoulder as she
buries her face in her hands. “It's okay,”
the group leader tells her, “take your
time. Here, we understand your pain."
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LET'S HEAR IT FOR THE BIRDS

demonstrations against bullfighting,
but the wild birds also deserve help.

I was appalled to hear that the Catalan
Government is proposing to permit
Catalan hunters to use the so-called
traditional way of luring songbirds, by
playing their songs to branches covered
in glue. The Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Birds
(www.rspb.org.uk ) a society based in
Britain has details on its web site. The
best-loved
songbirds
such
as
thrushes,warblers and flycatchers pass
through Spain each Spring and Autumn. Next month in the Ebro valley
many hundreds of thousands will be
killed unless there is Government action
to stop this. It is banned by European
law and surely the majority of people
here would want to see this ban enforced
in Catalonia. There have rightly been

SUE CRAMPTON

RIGHT BANNER, WRONG GROUP
Hi my friends! I read your newspaper
every week, It's fantastic to read the
news about our nation in English.
But, I'm writing because on the page
number 12 of edition 252, there is a
small error. The banner in English
"Catalonia is not Spain" doesn't belong
to the JERC. It belongs to the JNC (Joventud Nacionalista de Catalunya
www.jnc.cat )
That is all. Sorry for my bad English
and goodbye!
JORDI CASTILLO

THE STING BY JAP

NEWSPAPER IN ENGLISH
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