FRONT PAGES FROM HISTORY
JOSEP BOSCH / www.josepbosch.net

|24} MGES ELMIIEL ....S'I; AI_l'G AZETTE ;_::Tr:-__f

EEmy BT, T nmq\_.nnm|

TITANIC SURVIVORS RECOUNT
HORRORS OF GREAT DISASTER
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Elmira Star—Gazette, Elmzm (New York )
19 April 1912

isasters make big news-

paper headlines, we all

know that. And the higher

the death toll or the bigger

the disaster, the better the
headline.

As disasters go, the sinking of the Tit-
anic — at the time the "world's greatest
disaster"— had a huge impact. It terrified
people all over the world.

Why? It was a giant technological leap,
it was the most glamorous means of
transportation in the days when sailing
across the Atlantic was reserved for the
rich and powerful — with a few desperate
migrants below decks. And above all, it
was proclaimed an "unsinkable" ship. But
things that cannot happen sometimes do
happen.

We all know the story : the unexpected
iceberg, the rush to meet the timetable,
too few lifeboats, the stampede to get on
board, ignoring the "women first" rule at
sea, the orchestra playing on as the ship
sinks "drowning the cries of the dying vic-
tims", and the proud captain Smith duty-
bound at the helm until the bitter end.
And yes, also the implausible love story

depicted in the blockbuster movie.

But the tragedy was many-fold. Let's
read on to see what happen in those mo-
ments of desperation when everybody
wanted to get on board the lifeboats:
"Men fought with women down in stee-
rage, and time and again, officers would
drag men from the boats in order to let
women have their places. When one of
the boats was nearly filled, four men
crowded past the officers and jumped
into the boat. Immediately one of the
ship's crew jumped into the boat and
drawing a revolver, shot the four men
dead. Their bodies were picked out from
the bottom of the boat and thrown into
the sea."

And then, when the survivors reached
safety : "There was no cheering, no up-
raising of voices in salute of the living, for
the thought of the dead was in the mind
of all onlookers. The depressed of death
was oppressive on the spirit of the waiting
men and women".

In all, 1,595 passengers survived out of
the 2,340 on board when the mighty "un-
sinkable" Titanic" went down with a roar
like thunder.



